. By BYRONBELT: -
Special to The Republican
NEW YORK — The sad
hghLof "American radio is-
stxb]ect of endless con- -
b cture by - crlt:cs,
ofessional and - oﬂxermse,
Ind while quality’ ¢ontinues
b slip, public useuf the AM .
nd FM bands - remains
stonishingly high.

Radio was possibly in
ouble even before the
dvent of television, but even
jith the blue haze dimming
arly every home in the
jind,, an audience has
emained true to the- aural
ellghf.s and hon:ors “of
eless communication.

For insomniacs and those
inable to iravel anywhere
yithout their security blanket
i sound, the transistor radio-
as brought constant “chatter
Ind high density noise within =
e pocketbogl .of ag’.ylule

ke

hcessant
ispensed at shattering
ptépsity from millions of
pechanical monsters.

FM, with its static-free

ptentials, came wupon the
nd at the end of World War
. Acceptance was:. ex-
emely slow, and when
bvners grabbed up the FM,
hnds at ridiculously low
psts, many of the buyers
ere an operators merely
burnering a market they
lished-to stiffle.

Today, with the Fegieraj
bmmumnications Comimnission,
platedly  exerting  some
fluence, a joint ownership
AM-FM bards is not en-
uraged, and variety of

utually administered is a
quirement. Well into the
dile of the 60s, FM
mained the exclusive (and
tlatively unprofitable)
main of classical music
d public service broad-
sting.

mehow ‘something ~ went
, and FM today is
pidly becoming a high-po-
tial sonic sikum. Rock and

htions, have become ac-
pted on the aristocratic
avebands, and any
hsonably sensitive listener
ds less and less to admire
enjoy.

with TV’s slavish
ulation of weekly ratings,
radio has more or less
to bow to the almost
ranoid objection to the
by advertising
ncies from coast to coast.
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Sad , Phght of ,;'merwan Radw_

quality !;"féadcasting,,

Madlson “Avenue pundits

“-have- almost singlehandedly

transformed radio into the

samie waste and that televis -
sion - continues.- to_ pretend..

uowﬂotemst .

'Ilhepe are a few en-
-oouragmg oases of sound
spread throughout the land,

“and* seem “to ‘Shrink - a!most

‘daily.
New York, - Chicago,.
Washington, Boston, San

Franc¢isco and one or two
other .spots are the only
localities which can be said
to have high quality com-

mercial radio at all. Ex-.
panded efforts to develop a.
viable . ‘public - broadcasting

_network for radio-may bear

fruit ultimately, but the urge_

is weak, and the ac-
compiishments unen-
couraging to’ date.

Chicago is better off than
any other city, including New

York. WEFM, the Zenith:
statwn and the oldest offers‘

CRIT 1C-AT-LARGE

a solid .variety of good music
and intelligent musical
commentary. WNIB,  without
enormous resources to
compete for live ‘broadcasts
and prestigious international
. taped concerts;-offers in Sonia
Atzeff’s antelhgent and
imaginative programmed the
best planned recorded con-
certs ‘hour after hour we.
have encountered anywhere.
Chicago’s giant is WEFMT,
probably the best all-around
radio station America has
ever had. Twenty years old
this December, WFMT is
directed by manager Ray
Nordstrand and program
director Norman Pelegrini.
As “Chicago’s fine arts
station,’’ WFMT offers
round-the-clock broadcastmg
of ‘classical music and some
folk music, ‘with various
special commentators such as
noted critic Claudia Cassidy.
The standard of excellence
has been reflected in the
passionate involvement with
_the station’s -existence by its

“Times-operated ~station

audlence and the grudgmg
but: seemmgly admiring -
partczpatmn of - commercial
sponsors in need of the in-
te].hgent WFMT public-

Of 'the ; ‘commiercial . good
music  stations, - probably
none reaches so large and
influential - an audience as
Manhattan’s WQXR
Broadcasting on both the AM
and FM bands, the New York
is
currently up-for sale. It is
expected,” - according - to
program- director - Robert
Sherman, to refain its
classical - format, but to
survive .in -the - tense
marketplace. WQXR has had
to.make many compromises.

The primary sacrifice is
the one WEFMT refuses to
make — WQXR programs
move awkwardly from a
Bach suite to a rocking
commercial for  Florida
orange juice. Even the slick
airlines messages can jar the
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come close upon a musical
masterpiece.

The chief delights of
WQXR are the the programs
administered personally by
Sherman, who has a relaxed,
folksy ‘approach to so-called

“serious” music, - and is
yet as professxonally
knowledgeable as anyore in
the field, and those produced
by music director George
Jellenik, who brings - wide
authority and special’
Européan flare to various
special programs.

Because. of the enormous
prestige of its owners, and the
station’s established role as
the biggest FM station - (with
serioug competition only
from WNCN, which “could
easily become as good as
WFMT with -the proper
determination, and Pacifica
Radio’s erratic WBAI)
WQXR is becoming a source-

-Scene,”

Sherman’s daily two-hour
chatter-platter program.
‘“The Listening Room,”
features important guests
almost every session, and
Jellenik’s two major
programs, “The Vocal
which he narrates,
and “first Hearing,” which
features three leading critics
in discussions of new
recordings, are now
nationally syadicated.

With increased ip-
volvement by non-profit
public broadcasting, and a3
more daring determination to =
maintain quality and offer a
broader public service, FM
radio need_not resign itself
to noise and brainless of-
ferings. The federal govern-
ment has a responsibility to
guarantee the continuation of
some degree of quality in the
public media, and ¥M is the
best place fo start.
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